July 15, 08
Dear ProLife Colleague:
Last week, we noted to you the Council of Europe recent Resolution which demanded of its 47 member states that they must "legalize abortion if they have not done so." The resolution is non-binding, but it attempts to intimidate Poland, Ireland, and Malta, where 
abortion is illegal. The pressure will only increase.

The week before, we noted how committed prolife legislators in our governmental system in the past have stood against such intimidation and abortion advocacy.  Today, fyi, we take a quick look at very recent actions by elements of our government that are standing with us in this ideological war. Note their names, and if they are from your state, send them a note of appreciation. (And the pressure on them, and on us, will only increase as time goes by.) 

Last week, Rep. Trent Franks (R-AZ) held a forum on H.R. 1063, the Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act (CIANA). Rep. Franks is the Ranking Member on the Judiciary Committee Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties. In April 2008 and again in May 2008, Rep. Franks sent a letter to the Chairman of this Subcommittee, Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), requesting an official hearing on CIANA.  However, both letters went unanswered, so on July 10, Rep. Franks held a public forum on CIANA. Pro-life Members of the Subcommittee gave statements, heard testimony from witnesses and asked questions in the same fashion as they would a regular hearing. 
Video excerpts of the Forum are available at http://www.youtube. com/user/ prolifeinformati on Subcommittee Members in attendance included: Subcommittee Ranking Member Trent Franks (R-AZ), Judiciary Committee Ranking Member Lamar Smith (R-TX), Judiciary Committee Member Mike Pence (R-IN), Judiciary Committee Member Jim Jordan (R-OH)Witnesses were: Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Member of Congress, CIANA sponsor, Dr. Teresa Collett, Professor of Law, University of St. Thomas School of Law, Dr. Michael New, Professor of Political Science at the University of Alabama, Ms. Missy Smith, Operation Outcry.

AND, VERY IMPORTANTLY, SEE BELOW: 
Bush Admin Helps Pro-Life Doctors, Nurses Avoid Abortion Discrimination
Washington , DC (LifeNews.com) -- The Bush administration is continuing its efforts to help pro-life doctors and nurses avoid employment discrimination when it comes to opting out of participating in abortions. The Department of Health and Human Services has drafted new tentative rules that would guide hiring decisions. The idea is to require hospitals and other medical facilities that receive federal funding to guarantee that they will not refuse to hire medical staff who refuse to participate in abortions. The facilities would be required to sign written certifications as a prerequisite for receiving the federal funds. The rules would go further and require state and local governments receiving federal funding to certify as well that they won't discriminate against hospitals and medical facilities that don't do abortions when making grant considerations with federal monies. 

The New York Times obtained a copy of the proposed rules and HHS officials say they're necessary to ensure federal funds do not "support morally coercive or discriminatory practices or policies in violation of federal law." 

AAPLOG NOTE: PRESSURE, INTIMIDATION, COERCION, WHATEVER WORDS, IS THE NAME OF THE GAME IN PUSHING ABORTION RGHTS. WE PROLIFE DOCTORS MUST NOT RELAX OUR COMMITMENT. YOU CAN BET THE ABORTION RIGHTS ADVOCATES WILL NOT RELAX THEIR COMMITMENT. EVER. 
